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NYU program spotlights media coverage of
East-West relatnons HILE gwiy

Martin Burke
wmmmm ~ both teachers and researchers. He also welcomes vis-

NewYark iting fellows, who wish access to NYU's data basey:so
New York University's new Center for the Wmmhemonbooksmdothupm
Study of War, Peace, and the News Media is fmmmlmmm
preparing to turn yet another spotlight on journalism. There's also the possibility of breadsn-
the credibility problems confronting Ameri- ing the background of journalists concentrating on
can journalism. And it will do this with a Soviet affairs by informally linking the center with
spwnliocusonrepomngofUnmdStm groups like the Scientists Institute for Public Infor-
the
des

Soviet affairs. A $250,000 gnnz mation, which gives scientific data on.eunent sdcial

mmalhndmgforthecumrTh:s “The aim, wsmm"“wwpm
tutes one-half the proposed budget for the ate a constituency within the média in this particular
ﬁrstthreeyurmm. subpctamwhereedmors and reporters will find re-

At the center's recent opening, NYU sponsible people who value what jounalists do and
president John Brademas explained that who will watch the work and critiqueiit.”? -

“the project recognizes the power of the me-  Analyzing content, however, is only part of what
dia to form public opinion and to seek better the new center will do. Itmllaholookatqmnsof
opiribn’ a farthia#ien of pul training roqlmed journalists cover
mgm the great issues of war peace.”” East-West relations? Are the media taking their cov-
Print and broadcast media, he added, are not erage of US-Soviet news seriously enough?

“just a conveyor belt along which informa-  Nate Polowetsky, assistant general manager of the
tion moves but they also are participants in Associated Press for foreign news, a veteran
the events they record.” newsman of more than 40 years, applauds the idea of
He said NYU was committed ‘‘to greater NYU's new center, but with reservations.
knowledge and understanding of other peo-  ‘'If the purpose of the program is to allow the jour-
ples and cultures of the world.” And he nalist to hone his skills by having available to him
judges the news media among ‘‘the most information and resources thlt are not eully avail-
powerful influences” in the life of the coun- able day to day — then good.”
try in general and “‘certainly with regard to _ “‘But many times,” he observes, ‘ sucha'gamu-
international events.” tions get into an adversary relationship with the
Prof. David Rubin, head of the NYU press, saying it should have covered what it did not
Journalism Department, will direct the cen- or that it went too far — making moral judgments of
ter's work. He contends that ‘‘most people, the press rather than an obiective critique of its
particularly journalists, would like to leave Performance. That's the danger.”
the questions of power and influence behind The AP already has an internal group that monitors
the shield of the First Amendment and not its coverage: the Associated Press Managing Editors
talk about it. But in the area of East-West re- Committee. Made up of managing editors from the news-
Jaticus.and the arms radS?* Professor Rubiin papers that carry the AP service, its job is to critique AP
says, ‘what the press reports matters be- performance and point out strengths and weaknesses.
cause it can affect the climate in-which de- = Mr. Polowetzky says that while AP tries to get the
fensebudgetsmmbhd,mujhm best trained people it can to send overseas — in lan-
'held, and new weapons systems are fitted guage age, academic background, and proven competence —
into an overall strategic co it’s stillon-t.he—jobtrainingthat counts. He views the new
He adds: “‘Reporters sh know some- center at New York University as a plus for journalism
body's watching them. I think one way — if its criticisms prove constructive.
but not the only way — to improve press per-  For Prof. David Rubin, the center will make a differ-
formance is letting people in the business ence in three ways: (1) Improving the overall quality of
know that someone is watching.” press coverage through monitoring of press performance;
He cites the termination, last year, of the (2) offering journalists a place to get together and to talk
National News Council and the disappear- and learn about mutual problems and complex issues;
ance of such publications as MORE, a criti- and (3) establishing an awards program for East-West re-
cal review of the media. Other magazines, he pomngtoreeognmt.hosewhodoadlfﬁcult)obwell
contends, give too little attention to coverage _ In the broadest perspective, says NYU's Dr
of East-West issues. Brademas, the new center offers a high road to peace by
Professor Rubin hopes to attract journal- seeking to better understand the connection between
ists who cover the US-Soviet beat regularly those who influence public opinion (namely the press)
to spend a week or a term at the center as and the formation of public policy in respect to the im-
portant issues of war and peace.
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